What is Intercessory Prayer?
“I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it...”  (Ez. 22:30)

Intercessory prayer is “standing in the gap”; to plead on another’s behalf; to act as intermediary;  to seek resolve between man and God, “...so [God] would not have to destroy [the land].”  God looks for someone to act in this capacity.  

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” (ll Chron. 7:14)

God does not act unless He is invited to act, that would take away our freedom to choose.  In the verse above, He wants to heal the land, and He could heal it without people praying, but then the people would not seek him, or turn from their wicked ways.  To humble ourselves is to admit that we need God, that we are not self-sufficient, that the land needs healing, and that we cannot heal the land ourselves. 

“I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matt 16:18-19)

“...Whatever you bind on earth...and whatever you loose on earth,” this will be done in heaven, in the spirit realm.  When we humble ourselves and pray, seek God’s face, and turn from our wicked ways, we will be forgiven, and God will not only hear, but will give us authority in prayer.   What a responsibility.  We look around and see evil loose in the world, and ask why is there evil?  The gates of Hades cannot prevail, when we pray in faith, because Jesus has said so.

“We do not know what we ought to pray, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will.” (Rom. 8:26-27)

“We don’t know what we ought to pray.”  God calls us to pray, to seek his face, to humble ourselves, and turn from our wicked ways, then in His mercy, His Spirit intercedes for us when we pray.  Let God be God.  Pray, and know that the Spirit will guide and mediate the prayers of God’s people.

“If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things.... Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” (Rom. 8:31-34)

“...graciously give us all things...”  Jesus Christ is interceding in our behalf.  Because of this, God will be gracious to us.  He hears the prayers of His people.

