
Prepare to Pray
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven...” (ll Chr. 7:14)

1. “Called by my name”

Know whose you are.  If you are a Christian, you are called by His name.

2. “Humble themselves and pray”

Recognize that we can do nothing apart from God.  

3. “Seek my face”

Seek the leading of the Holy Spirit in prayer.  Set aside your own agenda.

4. “Turn from their wicked ways”

Confess your sin - repent - honestly and truly.  Be ready and willing to repent on behalf of others in your family, church, community, nation, generation, ethnic group, etc.

Intercessory prayer is warfare.  “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God...” (Eph. 6:10-18)

1. Belt of Truth.   Isa. 11:5.

2. Breastplate of Righteousness.   Isa. 59:17

3. Feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.   Isa. 52:7

4. Shield of Faith.   Ps. 91:4 

5. Helmet of Salvation.   Isa. 59:17

6. Sword of the Spirit.   Dt.32:40-41

Claim the scriptural promise of protection in Psalm 91 for yourself, your family, etc.  This step is very important. 

Learn to pray with authority in the will of God.  Remember 1 Jn. 4:4, “ You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”  Jesus came to “proclaim freedom for the prisoners...to release the oppressed.”  We are the prisoners, the oppressed, who have been set free from slavery to the principalities of this world.  We are not prisoners of war, powerless and subject to the whims of “the one who is in the world.”  We are, “more than conquerors through him who loved us.” (Rom. 8:38)

There are many blessings God wants to pour down upon His people, many plans he would like to bring to fruition.  He is just waiting for us to invite Him to act, and to join Him in what He is doing. 

Pray.  

