Lessons From the Garden

1. The need for deep watering - the dry heat of a Fresno summer sucks the moisture out of the soil leaving the ground parched and dry.  Sprinkling water on the surface may make the soil look wet, but the roots down under the topsoil are still dying of thirst.  There must be regular, deep watering for the plants to live, much less grow and thrive.  We have need of deep watering.  A One Minute Bible, or 30 minutes of Christian Radio, or 1 hour of church on Sunday may wet the soil, but time alone with the Lord and the Word is the only way to receive deep watering.  The heat (desert, refining fire) makes us thirsty.  One purpose of the desert is to create a thirst for the only water that will satisfy - the living water - and this thirst can only be satisfied with a regular, deep watering.  

2. Roses - new flowers can only come where there has been harvesting of the mature flowers.  The flower that bloomed yesterday and is faded today is the obedience of yesterday.  Today’s call for obedience is the bud that will flower today, but only if we don’t dwell on the glory of yesterday.  The vegetable garden has a similar lesson - the pepper plant produces more peppers when the mature fruit has been picked to make room for new fruit to grow.  The pepper plant will not flower and produce new fruit until the old fruit has been picked.  Our God is a creative God, giving new gifts, new growth, new anointing, new mercy every day.  Look today for what He is doing today.  Appreciate what has gone before, but look with joy and delight toward the new thing God wants to do today. 

3. Fruit - The seasons continue, as God said in Genesis 8:22, “as long as the earth endures, seed time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” There is a season for planting and a season for harvesting; a season to bear fruit.  Each season must bring it’s own fruit.  We were created and called into the kingdom to bear fruit.  I think of the fig tree in Matthew 21:18-22.  There is no direct mention of what had gone before, that perhaps Jesus expected to find fruit because he had found fruit there before, only that Jesus expected to find fruit and there was none.  The judgement was swift, that the tree would never bear fruit again.  Lord may we be found bearing fruit when you turn your face toward us.  

4. Dormant periods.  Winter, the fruit trees go dormant, apparently dead.  But it is a time of preparation, a time of rest before the new growth of spring.  There is a need for care during the dormant period - such as pruning, or spraying - which must  be done during the dormant period or the new growth may all be lost.  We feel dry periods, dormant periods, when we wonder what God is doing or planning for us.  But Spring is coming - never doubt - do the maintenance that must be done to prepare for the new growth (pray, study, rest in the Lord with faith that His purposes will be fulfilled).  Be ready for the new growth, be prepared.  This brings not only leaves and flowers, but fruit.

5. Lesson of the caterpillar - he crawls on his belly happily munching leaves until he is filled up - then he is cocooned for a period, then emerges to a new life.  We are filled up, and then at times we are given rest ( though we may feel  dormant, we may really be cocooned), that the filling may create the changes that will create in us new life.  As we emerge, we are changed from glory to glory - to walk where we crawled, to run where we walked, and then to soar where we once ran.

6. Tomato Plants - Give them too much water and they only produce greenery, but no fruit - they need a dry time, and fertilizer to produce fruit.  We think of the dry time as God withholding His blessings.  We think of the fertilizer as tribulation.  We are being strengthened and prepared to produce a magnificent crop - the fruit that we so desire to see, the fruit that we were created to bear.

7. Pruning - It is very appropriate that the Lord said, “I am the vine, you are the branches...”  The grape vine is the strength, and the nourishment for the branches, yet the branches grow ever farther away from the vine, along the trellis, along the fence, out of the garden.  The fruit is all set and born near to the vine.  And the farther the branch is from the vine, the weaker and more vulnerable it becomes.  If the branch is not pruned, it becomes wild, bearing only very sparse, small fruit if any.  The branch pruned back close to the vine grows abundant new growth producing an abundant crop. 


Shrubs have a similar lesson.  A wild shrub produces sparse, gangly growth.  Left on it’s own, the shrub grows, but the growth is undirected and unappealing.  When the shrub is pruned, it brings forth abundant new growth from the center, producing a fullness, and a pleasing shape.  Do not despise the pruning.  It brings us back to the center, back to the vine, back to Jesus.  And the benefit is new growth and fullness, and fruitfulness.

8. Consider the moon - Moonlight softly washes across the garden, a light in the darkness, not light in itself, but reflecting the light of the sun.  It has it’s own face, it’s own beauty, and yet was placed in the heavens to reflect the sun, bringing light where there was none, yet always only reflecting the sun, keeping it’s face toward the sun.  When the earth comes between the moon and the sun, there is an eclipse--no light, only darkness covering the face of the earth.  


Like the moon, we were created to reflect the Son (Jesus) and bring light into the darkness.  We have no light in and of ourselves.  We only  reflect the Son  when our faces are turned toward the Son and His presence is seen in us.  When our faces are turned toward the world and the things of the world, we no longer reflect the Son, and there is darkness.  Yet when is Spirit is upon us, and Jesus is seen through us, we are the light of the world, just as He said we would be.

9. Weeds - Early in spring, when new growth begins, weeds are easy to remove from the garden.  Weeds allowed to grow, become tough, the roots dig deep into the soil.  They crowd out the flowers and suck up all the water.  Weeds left unchecked multiply, spreading and seeding until there is no room for the growth of the desired garden. Sin, like weeds, needs to be plucked from our lives when it first emerges.  We need to get the roots (repent) and watch for any sign of new growth, until it is replaced and crowded out by healthy, good growth. Sin crowds out the voice of God and the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  Sin left unchecked multiplies as our spirit is dulled to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  There is no place for new growth in the Lord, or for bearing fruit, unless the life is tended and sin weeded out.

10.Weeding - There are times, it seems, that the roots of the weeds go so far down that to pull them up would so disrupt the life for so long that the new growth would be halted.  It seems as though there are times that digging up the roots may cause more harm than good.  I’m not sure how this is done, but it is as though the Lord has said, “use Round-up” on those.  When it surfaces, repent and destroy the new growth - the deeper cause is our humanity and sin nature - a generational bondage going back to Adam.  And yet, we have been redeemed.  We do not have to give in, just be vigilant.  Focusing on the root goes back to something that cannot be changed or erased, and is focusing inward or backward.  We focus forward on Him who “makes us holy” because He is holy.  Tend the new growth, be watchful, the new nature will crowd out the old. 

11. Weed Seeds - Even when the weeds have been removed, there may still be seeds to deal with. These seeds continue to pop up again and again as a reminder that once weeds were allowed to mature and bear seeds. When we yield to temptation and it is fulfilled in our lives (acted upon), there may still be seeds (consequences to deal with).

