A Prayer for the Shepherds

Into the hands of the shepherds

You have entrusted your flocks.

Into their care and keeping

You have placed these precious souls.

Have mercy on these, O Lord, my God.

I plead to you on their behalf.

These are your chosen ones, your called ones

Your anointed ones, your daughters and sons.

And yet they are but vessels of clay

Who crumble when dry,

Who crack under pressure

And break under the strain of ministry.

Look on these with compassion, O Father,

Bring forth the streams of living water

That they may overflow

And water their flocks.

Look on these with mercy, O Father,

Enable these whom you love

To leave the heavy burdens

At the foot of the cross.

Look on these with love, O Father,

And hold them together

In the strength of your might

As you hold them in your arms.

O most Holy God, and loving Father

I ask you to look on your shepherds

With your greatest mercy

And with abundant grace.

Call them home, O Lord,

To feast at your table

And to lead your flocks

To the shelter of your wings.

